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Visit Bakersfield
Minutes
Meeting of September 18, 2024
Visit Bakersfield, 515 Truxtun Avenue
Regular Meeting - 8:00 AM

I. Call to order
Visit Bakersfield Board of Directors meeting was called to order by Chair, Amy Smith on this 18th day of September 2024 at 8:08 a.m.   

II. Roll call
Andrea Marroquin, Visit Bakersfield, conducted roll call. 
Directors Present:
	Amy Smith
	Jessica Ramirez
	

	Anthony Valdez
	Ryan Uhles
	

	Debra Derr
	Kevin Charette
	

	Jason Maples
	Lori Labare
	



Directors Absent:
	Don Bynum
	Kelly Sloan
	Lynett Orrick

	Ed Dorsey
	Randy McKeegan
	



Others Present:
Andrea Marroquin, Visit Bakersfield
Matt Billingsley, Visit Bakersfield
Evangelina Medina-Scott, Visit Bakersfield
Tyeann Borskey, Visit Bakersfield
Claudia Belda, Visit Bakersfield
Megan Simpson, City of Bakersfield
Josh Rudnick, City Attorney’s Office
III. Public Statements
· None

IV. Minutes
A. Approval of April 17 ,2024, minutes.
Motion by Ryan Uhles, seconded by Debra Derr. All in favor. Motion approved.  

V. Treasurer’s Report
A. Approval of Treasurer’s Report of September 18, 2024.
Motion by Jason Maples, seconded by Debra Derr. All in favor. Motion approved.  



VI. Staff Report
· Evangelina Medina-Scott, Tyeann Borskey, and Matt Billingsley gave updates on Visitor Center lobby activities, sales staff efforts to bring sporting events to Bakersfield, and upcoming events coming to Bakersfield.
VII. Old Business
· None

VIII. New Business
A. Approval of financial assistance to Jehovah’s Witnesses 2025-2029 Conventions.
Motion by Jessica Ramirez, seconded by Ryan Uhles. All in favor. Motion approved.
B. Approval of 2025 Board Meeting Calendar 
Motion by Debra Derr, seconded by Ryan Uhles All in favor. Motion approved. 
IX. Board Statements
· [bookmark: _Hlk138253120]Megan Simpson gave updates on City efforts to address homelessness. Mrs. Simpson also stated that the City is making efforts to reach out to small Countries to offer lodging during the 2028 Olympics. Jason Maples gave information on upcoming events at the Bakersfield Esports Center. Amy Smith gave dates for upcoming events of the Bakersfield Museum of Art. 
X. Closed Session
· None

XI. Adjournment
· The Chair adjourned the meeting at 9:20 a.m. 
